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· The Bay Park – A 53-acre waterfront park transforming former asphalt into a sustainable public space. Phase 1 (10 acres) includes rain gardens and denitrification systems that treat over 70 million gallons of stormwater annually. The park showcases 21st-century sustainability and reflects Sarasota’s natural and cultural character.

· Renewable Energy Goals: The City of Sarasota is proud to have met its milestone of powering municipal operations with at least 50% renewable energy by 2024. Currently, approximately 80% of the City’s energy use comes from solar power. Sarasota remains committed to reaching 100% renewable energy for municipal operations in the future.

· Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction: The city has cut emissions by 33% since 2003. The next inventory will measure continued progress, reinforcing benefits like improved air quality, public health, and energy efficiency. How have we cut greenhouse gas emissions?

· Resiliency Grant Funding: The City of Sarasota has received more than $4.8 million in Resilient Florida grant funding from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) to support multiple projects, including: Seawall rehabilitation and elevation improvements at Bayfront Park; Living shoreline and shoreline armoring enhancements at Ken Thompson Park; and City-wide mapping project to do resiliency and vulnerability assessment. What are we calling living shoreline and shoreline armoring enhancements?

· Vulnerability Assessment Report and Adaptation Plan: The City of Sarasota is implementing a Vulnerability Assessment and Adaptation Plan to address coastal flooding and sea level rise in compliance with Florida Statute 380.093 and to strengthen long-term community resilience. The plan evaluates multiple flood hazards using modeled current and future conditions, assesses risks to critical infrastructure, facilities, natural resources, and evacuation routes, and prioritizes high-risk areas including Downtown, Lido Key and St. Armands, the North and South Trails, and North Siesta Key.

· Beach Renourishment – The Lido Key project, supported by $2.49M in state funding, advances dune restoration and erosion control with partners including the Army Corps of Engineers and Mote Marine. Efforts protect property, restore habitat, and support sea turtle and shorebird monitoring.

· Resilient SRQ Funds – The city has received approximately $1.6 million of Resilient SRQ Funds from Sarasota County to incorporate and enhance neighborhood resiliency to stormwater and flooding hazards that resulted from Hurricane Irma. And just received $13.5 million for St. Armands. 

· Hudson Bayou Kayak Launch – The Hudson Bayou Kayak Launch was recently approved in the 2025/2026 fiscal year budget to restore the canal located at the intersection of Alderman Street and Ohio Place. This restoration effort will improve water quality and reduce residential flooding.

· USGBC LEED for Cities Certification: The City of Sarasota successfully completed a 3.5-year process to achieve LEED Gold certification, a major step in its sustainability efforts. LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is a globally recognized standard for green buildings and communities, promoting energy efficiency, reduced environmental impact, and improved quality of life. 

· Bobby Jones Golf & Nature Park – The City Commission has worked to restore the historic Bobby Jones Golf Course and nature park, now open to the public. Restoration efforts included the addition of 30 acres of wetland to provide balanced recreational land use with 153 acres of golf and 130 acres of nature trails, while also improving water quality by removing excess nutrients before they flow into Sarasota Bay. 

· New Overtown Square Park - Opened in 2024, this 0.24-acre park in the Rosemary District was funded with community support and honors Sarasota’s first Black community, Overtown. It fulfills the city’s goal of park access within a 10-minute walk for all residents.

· Seawalls Zoning Text Amendment and EDCM Update – The City of Sarasota adopted a zoning text amendment to update seawall regulations in February 2025, strengthening the City’s ability to address sea-level rise and enhance coastal resilience. Additionally, the City adopted its updated Engineering Design Criteria Manual (EDCM) on November 18, 2024, with an effective date of October 1, 2026. This is the first update since 2002 and introduces enhanced resiliency standards to improve infrastructure design across the community. What is meant by enhanced resiliency standards?

· Legacy Trail Extension, Alderman Multi-Use Recreational Trail (MURT) – The City received a grant from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) to construct the Alderman Multi-Use Recreational Trail (MURT), linking the Legacy Trail to Downtown Sarasota. Designed for people of all ages and abilities. The trail will run along the southern edge of Payne Park, shortening travel distances and improving safe, direct connections to nearby neighborhoods, the Ringling Trail, and multi-use paths leading to Sarasota Bay, Downtown, St. Armands, and Lido Key.

· VeoRide and The Bay Runner – The City of Sarasota continues to expand its transportation options through the VeoRide scooter and bike share program and the free Bay Runner. Together, these services have provided more than one million rides, offering convenient, affordable, and sustainable mobility choices for residents and visitors. The Bay Runner connects downtown with the Sarasota keys, while Veo enhances first- and last-mile connectivity. Both help reduce congestion, cut travel times, and make getting around the city easier and more enjoyable.

· Attainable Housing – The City’s Future Land Use and Urban Mixed-Use Zoning District promotes compact, mixed-use development and incentivizes attainable housing along key corridors. The Downtown Attainable Housing Bonus, adopted in 2023–2024, expands income-diverse housing opportunities in the urban core. Together, these initiatives have supported about 20 active development applications utilizing density bonuses, yielding roughly 733 proposed attainable units, along with another 313 proposed units from the non-profit sector. These efforts advance transit-oriented growth and housing affordability citywide.

· Downtown Master Plan Update – As the city looks to update the Sarasota Downtown Master Plan 2020, sustainability and resiliency will be key components of the new update, providing a shared vision to facilitate future planning for Sarasota’s downtown.
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